February 10, 2016

to perform well under HCAHPS, includ-
ing the pain management questions.
However, doctors, not the Federal Gov-
ernment, know how best to treat pa-
tients, and that includes the question
of how best to use narcotic pain medi-
cation.

The PROP Act would remove these
pain management questions from con-
sideration when CMS is conducting re-
imbursement analysis. However, the
patient would still answer the survey
questions so that hospitals can mon-
itor patient satisfaction.

By severing the relationship between
HCAHPS questions on pain manage-
ment and reimbursement, doctors
would no longer feel the undue pressure
to overprescribe opioid narcotics to
people they believe may be abusing it.
This simple change will help reduce ac-
cess to narcotic pain medication for
patients who do not need it, thereby re-
ducing the risk of addiction.

I would like to take the time to
thank the bipartisan cosponsors of this
bill: ANNIE KUSTER, Chairman HAL
ROGERS, STEPHEN LYNCH, FRANK
GUINTA, TIM RYAN, and BARBARA COM-
STOCK.

Our bill has been endorsed by the
American Medical Association and the
American Society of Addiction Medi-
cine.

I encourage my colleagues in the
House to consider cosponsoring my
bill, H.R. 4499, the PROP Act.

———

DISAPPEARANCE OF DAVID
SNEDDON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. STEWART) for 5 minutes.

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, on Au-
gust 14, 2004, David Sneddon, a student
at Brigham Young University, dis-
appeared without explanation while
hiking in the Yunnan province of
southwest China.

David is an outstanding young man
who speaks fluent Korean and had
spent the summer studying Mandarin
in Beijing, with plans to return to the
U.S. in August to finish his degree in
Chinese. He had already paid a housing
deposit and registered to take the Law
School Admission Test.

The U.S. State Department and the
Chinese Government eventually con-
cluded that David fell into a gorge
while hiking, but David’s family con-
ducted their own exhaustive investiga-
tion, with David’s father and two older
brothers flying to China shortly after
his disappearance to retrace his steps.

In the course of talking with numer-
ous eyewitnesses, David’s family dis-
covered facts which contradict the offi-
cial explanation and which, I believe,
are compelling evidence of another pos-
sibility, which I will get to in just a
moment.

My staff and I met David’s family
and heard his story soon after I was
elected 3 years ago. The Sneddons are
remarkable people of great faith who
have continued to pursue an expla-
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nation for David’s disappearance for
the past 11 years.

The resolution I am introducing
today regarding David’s disappearance
is a result of the hard work and dili-
gence of David’s parents, siblings, and
cousins. They deserve answers. They
deserve to have their government do
everything possible to determine what
happened to David.

I should also add that David’s story
is personal to me. He was a close friend
of my oldest son, Sean. In fact, fol-
lowing David’s 2-year missionary serv-
ice in South Korea, David taught my
son Sean the Korean language as he
was preparing to begin his own mis-
sionary service in South Korea.
Though I have not met David, I am
grateful for the impact he had on
Sean’s life.

Over the past 3 years, I have had var-
ious opportunities to meet with State
Department personnel to discuss Da-
vid’s disappearance. They are good peo-
ple, and I commend them for their
help, particularly in the immediate
aftermath of his disappearance when
they repeatedly pressured the Chinese
Government to pursue the various
leads identified by David’s family.

However, I am concerned that bu-
reaucratic inertia has made the State
Department complacent in this case. I
am concerned the State Department
leadership has not done all they can do
to pursue all of the possible expla-
nations for his disappearance.

One of the unexplored possibilities is
that David was abducted by agents of
the North Korean regime, something
which a number of respected experts on
North Korea have advanced in recent
years. While this may sound like an
outlandish theory to those unfamiliar
with North Korea’s history, it is be-
coming very plausible when you under-
stand the regime’s long history of ab-
ducting foreign citizens to use in train-
ing their own foreign agents.

For many years, North Korea sys-
tematically kidnapped Japanese citi-
zens and used captives to train their
intelligence operatives in Japanese
language and culture. The regime fi-
nally admitted to the abductions in
2002 and returned five of the Japanese
citizens.

There are numerous other facts
which, when combined, make North
Korea’s involvement conceivable.

North Korean agents are known to
operate in Yunnan Province, a common
area for those escaping North Korea
into Southeast Asia.

David disappeared during a long time
of heightened tensions between the
U.S. and North Korea, just weeks after
this House passed the North Korean
Human Rights Act.

And David disappeared 1 month after
North Korea released Charles Jenkins,
an American deserter from the Korean
war being held and used precisely as
the abducted Japanese citizens: as a
language teacher for North Korean
military cadets and spies. Jenkins was
the last of the known Americans being
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held for this purpose, and it is possible
the regime needed a replacement for
him.

Just this past Sunday, North Korea’s
rocket launch, in defiance of sanctions
and against explicit counsel of the
international community, reminded us
that North Korea doesn’t operate on
the same norms that guide diplomacy
for most of the rest of the world. They
are a criminal enterprise more than a
government, and they can do nothing
for their own people, let alone for other
nations.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t raise the possi-
bility regarding David Sneddon’s dis-
appearance lightly, and I didn’t spon-
sor this resolution lightly. I recognize
the words we speak on foreign policy
have consequences far beyond this
room. But David is the only American
to disappear in China without expla-
nation since the normalization of rela-
tions during the Nixon administration.

This is not a fact to be taken lightly.
My resolution lays out the facts of his
disappearance and asks three essential
actions by the State Department and
intelligence community:

First, that they continue to inves-
tigate and consider all possible expla-
nations for David’s disappearance, in-
cluding potential abduction by North
Korea;

Second, that they coordinate their
efforts with the Governments of Japan,
South Korea, and particularly China,
the country known to have at least
some influence over North Korea;

And finally, that they keep the Con-
gress and the Sneddon family informed
of these efforts.

I would like to thank Senator LEE for
sponsoring the companion bill in the
Senate, and the rest of the Utah dele-
gation for joining me as cosponsors. I
think I can speak for the delegation
when I say that David’s family de-
serves a thorough effort from their own
government to discover what happened
to him. This is the very least that we
can ask.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 58
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of mercy, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.
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